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No. Names of Newspapers. ‘Place of publication, number of Ru Manges. 
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( Wl ) 
T{.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


| (a)— Police. 


_A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 27th February complains that — 


the badmashes of the villages of Dhubri, Sirsa and 
Bedmashes in Barisal. Raghunathpur are forcibly taking possession of other 


people’s lands and harassin them in many other ways. They threaten people 


with incendiarism and bodily injury, aud thereby prevent them from complain- 


ing against them to the district authorities. 


2. The same paper complains that the annual artillery practice at 
Chingrikhali near Diamond Harbour is a source of 
great danger, annoyance and hardship to the 
inhabitants of about 45 or 36 villages in the Doro 
pargana of the Midnapore district. These pecple have every year to leave 
their homes, bag and baggage, and live elsewhere for five or six days. Just 
imagine their sufferings! Formerly, the inhabitants of five or six villages only 
had to live elsewhere for two or three days. But the inconvenience of the 
people has now increased. These poor people, however, may be saved all 
trouble and inconvenience if the guns are levelled in the direction of the sea, 
and not in the direction of the villages. ) 


38. Thesame paper complains that badashi is increasing in the Mymensingh 

istrict, in spite of the Lieutenant-Governor’s as- 
: surance that steps will be taken to put it down. 
Outraged women or they relatives rarely seek the protection of the law, and it 
will be wrong to suppose that the crime complained of has not yet assumed 
serious proportions, because the number of rape cases in Mymensingh is not 
very large. Here is a typical instance to show how female chastity is boldly 
outraged in Mymensingh. On the 1lth August last, Isak Saikh and others 
forcibiy carried away the wite of a villager and outragel her all in turn. ‘The 
outraged woman straizhtway went to the Magistrate and lodged a complaint 
with him, saying that she had no faith in the p»lice. The complainant, however, 
could identify only Isak, and his guilt being proved, he has been sentenced to 
rigorous imprisonment for ‘seven years. ‘he Sessions Judye, in passing 
sentence, observed that this kind of gang raping was far too prevalent in the 
district, and must, if possible, be checked. ‘The only way to check it was to 
pass severe seniences when cases were proved. Now, will not the Lieutenant- 


Governor take hard measures to protect the chastity of women, which is far 
more valuable than life or property ? 


4. The Bankura Darpan of the 1st March says that one Dukhu Madak 
of Rampur, near Bankura town, hus been charged 
by one Kali Khairani with having enticed away 
her daugliter, Kulada, and sent her up as a cooly to Cachar. The same man, 
Dukhu Madak, was charged on the 1fth of January last with having 
fraudulently sent up one Ajodhya Barat as acooly. It has been ascertained on 


enquiry that Ajodhya is now serving as a cooly in Messrs. Gillanders, 
Arbuthnot and Company’s tea garden in Single, 


5. The Gaur Varta + Rae March observes that it will not be 
oo advisable to grant an extension of service to Babu 
Police, ee © adav Chandra Dev, District Superintendent of 
‘ee Police, Maldu. He is ailing and has become in- 
capacitated for active service. There have been dacoities in Nawabganj 
and Gomastipur. The District Superintendent reported that the complaint of 
dacoity in the latter place was baseless. But the offenders have since been 
traced. Such is the efficiency of the Malda police and its head, that few 
dacoities aretraced. The District Superintendent is in the habit of carryl 
matters with a high hand. During the last Saraswati Puja he stopped a 
procession although it had a pass. During the last Kartik Puja he prosecuted 
Rasik Chandra Das and others for erecting a samiana on a public thoroughfare. 
I'he accused were acquitted, as thev had erected the samiana with the permission 


of the Chairman of the Municipality. The District Superintendent does not 
allow bullock carts to pass his house. | 


Artillery practice in Diamond 
Harbour. 


Gang raping in Mymensingh. 


Cooly cases. 
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(b)— Working of the Courts. 


6. Referring to the case of Kabutari, the Sehachar of the 24th February 

says that the jury could not be blamed for giving 
the accused, Mr. Walling, the benefit of the doubt, 
when competent medicai men differed, however 
slightly, about the girl’s age. But there was one thing in connection with the 
trial which cannot be passed by without notice. Not one of the medical men 
examined on the point of age could definitely say that she was above twelve, 
The Standing Counsel should therefore have required the defence to prove that 


The rape case at the High Court 
Sessions. | 


the girl was above twelve. If he had done so the whole aspect of the case 
aah have been altered. The Standing Counsel certainly made a mistake in 


not asking for this proof from the opposite party. 
7. A correspondent of the Basumati of the 25th February writes from 
Dumka in the Sonthal Parganas :— 

On the 26th January last, Mr. Cumming, Joint 
Magistrate of Dumka, ordered Dabee Babu, ¢ 
tauzinavis who stands charged with criminal breach of trust and other offences, 
to be detained in hajat. On the following day the accused applied for an urgent 
copy of the order. but no copy being obtained even on the 2nd February, a 
telegram was sent to the Deputy Commissioner on the 3rd, drawing his attéen- 


tion to the delay. It was onthe 5th February, after the Deputy Commis. 


Delay in signing a judicial order 
and supplying copy. 


- sioner had ordered the Joint-Magistrate by wire to supply an early copy of his 


order to the accused, that the accused’s mukhtar got it. It was then found that 
though the Joint-Magistrate had ordered the accused’s imprisonment in hayjag 
on the 26th January, the order was signed by him so late as the érd February. 
8. The Vikrampur of the 25th February has heard that it is proposed 
to abvlish the honorary benches in Srinagar and 
Bhagyakul in the Munshiganj subdivision of the 
Dacca district. Have both the Government and 
the people, then, become sick of local self-government? If the benches have 
not worked to the satisfaction of the authorities, their defects should be 
removed, but it would not be proper to abolish them altogether. eek 
— 9. The Bharat Mitra ot the 25th February cannot understand how, in 
The acquittal of the accused in the face of the evidence adduced, Mr. Justice 
the rape case in the High Court Rampini acquitted the accused tea-garden manager, 


Sessions. Mr. Walling. 


10, The Samay of the 26th February observes that there has been clearly 
a miscarriage of justice in the Walling rape case, 
Walling has been acquitted of a heinous offence. 
Wrong has prevailed over right even in the highest 
tribunal in the country. Kabutari, the poor injured girl, sought the protection 
of the law, but in vain. The accused hus been acquitted in spite of convincing 
evidence, because he is a European. ‘Ihe decision in the case will strengthen 
the public impression that no Indian should expect justice against a European, 
even if he commits a heinous crime. The Government has not, of course, 
made one law for Indians and another law for Europeans, and the’ writer 
does not say that European Judges purposely do injustice in a case in 
which one of the parties is a European. It will be preposterous to think that 
European offenders are let off because they are Europeans. Unfortunately, 
however, in spite of the endeavour of the sal judges to do im 


justice to the people, the latter are gradually losing their confidence in the 
integrity of the British administration of justice. 


11, The Aitavacs of the 26th February writes as follows:— 


Seeing that Sub-Deputy Collect re as qualified 
. sa y Collectors are as q 
Ocllectocs by Me Waseegae as Deputy Collectors, the Bengal Government has, 

by its circular No. 311A., dated the 4th July 1892, 
conferred upon the former powers equal to those enjoyed by the latter. Sub- 
Deputy Collectors have never been required to survey fields with their Own 
hands, to collect revenue or road cess personally, or to do other menial work of 
the kind, The Board of Revenue’s instructions as to-the work on which Sub- 


Deputy Collectors are to be employed are on the lines of the Bengal Govern- 
ment’s circular, 3 


a to abolish two hono- 


A 
rary benches. 


Failure of justice in the rape 
case in the High Court. 


(ms 


We quote a portion of those instructions:— «- te 

“The Sub-Deputy Collectors are ordinarily vested with criminal powers, 
and their duties, whether magisterial, executive or revenue, are similar in 
kind, though lower in degree, to those ey entrusted to Deputy Magis- 
trates and Deputy Collectors.” (Revenue Circular No. 4 of January 1895.) 

But in the face of these orders Mr. Westmacott is making Sub-Deputy 
Collectors perform menial work of the kind described above Any other 
man, if found equally bold, would have probably been condignly punished. 
Mr. Westmacott is not only employing Sub-Deputy Collectors on such work, 
but is openly avowing the fact in his annual administration reports. Will not 
Government take steps to cure Mr. Westmacott of such haughtiness, and 
pei. prevent him from becoming bolder, and others from following his 

? , 


example 

We cannot imagine how Mr. Westmacott is so bold as to violate the 
orders of Government in this way. If he is not aware of those orders, 
is his able Personal Assistant, Babu Purna Chandra Mitra, too, ignorant of 
them ? 

' §ub-Deputy Collectors labour under peculiar disadvantages as regards 
travelling allowance. Unlike Deputy Magistrates, who are allowed travelling 
allowance if they travel more than five miles from head-quarters, and halting 
allowance if they halt anywhere for official work, Sub-Deputy Collectors are 
not allowed travelling allowance unless they travel more than 15 miles a 
day and get no halting allowance under any circumstance whatever. It is 
therefore very unfair to employ these officers outside head-quarters. Few 
men are strong enough to travel more than 15 milesa day, and those Sub- 
Deputy Collectors who trav:lso much for the sake of official work as well as 
travelling allowances, incur the displeasure of the District Officers. 


As a Sub-Deputy Collector is constantly kept employed elsewhere than 
in head-quarters, he has to keep a horse at a monthly expense of Rs. 15 
or so, to engage a cart to carry about provisions at the same expense, to 
spend Rs. 5 more in the shape of servants’ pay than he would have done if 
kept at head-quarters, and to keep a house at head-quarters at a monthl 
rent of Rs, 10 or so, as his official duties require him to remain in head- 
quarters from time to time. He has also to incur expense for the very peon 
he is allowed for assisting him. in his official work. Mr. Westmacott has 
fixed the pay of these peons at Rs. 6 per month, and they receive this pay 
only for the days gg Phe rent in the khas mehals or assist the Sub- 
Deputy Collector in his survey operations. But as a Sub-Deputy Collector 
is constantly employed.in making enquiries about arrears of the road-cess or 
failures to register names as owners, his dignity and official duties alike compel 
him to employ a peon for the whole month, and asa capable man is not 
to be had for less than Its. 73 per month, he has in this way, too, to incur an 
expenditure of Rs. 5 per month. All these expenses amount to Rs. 50 per 
month, and a Sub-Deputy Collector on a montily pay of Rs. 100 can hardly 
save anything after incurring all these expenses. 


Should not the authorities attend to this matter? How can an officer be 


expected to do his work properly if his remuneration is not adequate to his 
requirements ? 


_ 12. The same paper says that the Deputy Registrar of the Calcutta High 
The Genmiotadmebin. of te Court proposes to appoint a oung map, named 
Copying Department of the High Rubiholm, as head. of the Copying Department, 
Court, : in place of Mr. DuBisson. But such an arrange- 
ment will be unfair to the many examiners who are senior to Mr. Rabiholm, 


and specially to Mr. Anslie, who has always officiated for Mr. DuBisson, and 
18 officiating for him even now. 


13. The Chinsura Varlavaha of the 28th February thus comments on the 


i rape case in the Calcutta High Court :— 


Another miscarriage of justice and another 
poisoned arrow run into the heart of the Indian people. Walling, who was 


charged with outraging the chastity of a cooly girl, bas been acquitted. The 
poor unfortunate Indian pe le again look up to heaven and are shedding hot 
elplessness. Their sighs. and tears, however, will 


tears of grief in utter 


HivtavaD!, 
Feb. 26th, 1897. 


CHINSURA 
VaRTAVAHA, 


Feb. 28th, 1897. 
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reach heaven. We must bow to the High Court’s decision, but we cannot 
remain silent. 


What are things coming to? Must miscarriage of justice happen whenever 
there is a case betweena Native and a European? Instances of miscar. 
riage of justice are fast multiplying; the evil is going to be chronic. O’ Hara, 
the murderer of Salim, caaped scot-free, with the help of a European jury, 
through the loophole of a technical flaw in the law. The gate-keeper of 
Gantakal was killed by a European soldier in the act of ne the chastity 

+. of an Indian woman. The European suldier was acquitted, although he had 
ri violated the chastity of a Rajput woman. These are dangerous examples 
ea which are sure to repeat themselves. In future, Europeans will not feel the 
slightest hesitation in committing heinous crimes aguinst Natives, as they are 
sure to be acquitted by European judges and jurors. We must see all this, 
but hold our tongues. We must not speak out lest we offend the rulers. We 
yemember how Mr. Sanyal offended Sir Charles Elliott by publishing his 
«¢ Cases between Natives and Europeans.” 


We need not, however, tell the wise reader how sad must be the conse. 
quences of these cases of miscarriage of justice. Ram Chandra exiled his wife 
simply for the purpose of conciliating his subjects. But does the English Goy- 
ernment ever stop to think how these instances of miscarriage of justice are 
likely to affect the people? 


' Bankura Darpay. 14. The Bankura Darpan of the 1st March complains that curren 
Mar. Ist, 1897. wable notes are not to be had at the Bankura trea- 
FO cag ocr ee available’ sury. This has caused great inconvenience to 
tradespeople. 
Hitaisut, 15. Acorrespondent of the Hituishi of the 2nd March complains that Srinath 
Mar. 2nd, 1897, Das, a peon in the court of the Second Subordinate 


A court peon wrongly sus Judge of Midnapore, was suspended for three 
= months by the District Judge of that place on. the 
ground that he had washed his face in a tank within the court compound, The 
mental anxiety caused by this suspension proved too much for the poor peon. 
He was laid up with high fever and died. Who is tu be held responsible for 


his death ? 
(d)— Education. 
one ee 16. The Langpur Dik Prakash of the 18th February heartily aeprare? of 
PRAKASH, ae ae Dr. Martin’s appeal to school-bovs for subscriptions 
ae ae of feeling in school- to the Famine Relief Fund. ‘rhe student commu- 


nity should heartily respond to the appeal. They 
should learn and practise charity, without whicb their education cannot be 
complete and productive of good. 


BuRDWAN SANJIVAN!, 17. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 23rd February approves of Dr. Martin’s 
Feb. 23rd, 1897. Schnsl-beir chastiy appeal to the student community for subscriptions 


in aid of the famine-stricken millions. The Off- 
ciating Director of Public Instruction has done well in not making the appeal 
through school and college authorities, but through the press; for an appeal 
through professors and teachers would have looked like compulsion. A small 
contribution of an anna or.two will not press hard upon the students, but will 
be of great help to the suffering multitude. 


SAHACHAR, 18, The Sahachar of the 24th February expresses dissatisfaction with this 
Feb, 24th, 1897, year’s convocation speeches of the Chancellor and 


the Vice-Chancellor. The Chancellor's was merely 
a complimentary speech, and the Vice-Chancellor’s speech contained only what 


is heard every year. Convocation speeches have, indeed, become of late years 
set speeches, with nothing of the freshness and stimulating fervour which 
characterised them in the past. The Chancellor was wrong in giving Sir 
Alfred Croft a high place compared with even the past Vice-Chancellors of the 
| University. Tne convocation speeches of Vice-Chancellors like Maine and 
Ritchie were immensely superior to those of Sir Alfred Croft. As a maker of 
speeches, Sir Alfred has been, perhaps, the worst of Vice-Chancellors. To be 8 
good speaker is not given to all. Government is not very willing to make 8 


Convocation speeches. 
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engali a Vice-Chancellor. It has up to this time given the Vice-Chancellorship 
~ only one Bengali. If it had ever condescended to appoint Dr. Sircar as 
Vice-Chanedflot: people would have seen what a convocation h can be, : 
19. The Basumati of the 25th February objects to the practice prevailing 
in the Rurki Civil Engineering College of requiring 
An objectionable practice of the gandidates for admission to its entrance examina- 
Rurki Civil Engineering College. tion to pr oduce a “4 Surg con's certificate ot 
h and the guardian’s affidavit of age on stamped paper. y should thes 
pone Se be put to the cost of p 1 medical caetinates and presenting 
affidavits before their eligibility for admission to the college has been deter- 
mined? Such suim in an educational institution is perfectly unwarrantable. 
Medical certificates and affidavits should be required only of those who succeed 
in the entrance examination. . 
. The Hitavadi of the 26th February says :-— 
_ Many officials in this counfry are heard to 
Indian and Kuropean students xpress the opinion that Indian students are very 
— impertinent and unruly; and not satisfied with 
expressing such an opinion, all officials, from the Magistrate to the policeman, 
are always found ready to keep the students in check, But we think that few 
students are so gentle and inoffensive as the students of this country. Euro- 
n students cannot at all compare with our students. Many occurrences in 
urope will bear us out. This is what happened at Bordeaux on the 27th 
January last. The students of the local university not having been treated 
with proper respect and accommodated with convenient seats, became rebellious. 
They prevented the invited gentlemen from entering the university hall, 
and set about breaking people’s carriages. ‘The Police Commissioner having 
interfered, was beaten and made a captive. The students then roamed about 
triumphantly. There were several encounters with the police, and the 
students had at last to be dispersed by a cavalry force. In this last en- 
counter many students were wounded. Jf such a thing had happened in India, 
we cannot imagine what punishment would have been thought adequate by 
Government. — | 
21. The same paper a. the following address to the convicted 


An address to the convicted ditor of the Hitavads by the students of the 
Editor of the Hitavadit by the Metropolitan Institution :— 


students of the Metropolitan In- The sons of Bengal are lifeless without you: 
otienson. the waves of unrestare rolling through their breasts. 


The poor and helpless in Bengal, who always look up to you, are intently 
contemplating their tutelary god. The defenceless cooly girl is praying every 
morning and evening, ‘‘ may he enjoy health.” Return and perform your 
mission. Entering into the field of action with fresh energy, fulfil the purpose of 
your invaluable life. Those who wield the pen for the good of others are 
accounted gods, and people worship them with flowery garlands of fame. O Visa- 
rad, come and quell the demon! Come back to your owncountryin new garments 
in the month of months, when Bengal will be welcoming ‘the supreme goddess. 
As soldiers we will with various fireworks re-instal you. With the flag of 
victory in our hands we will subdue sin and unanimously give the throne to 
Visarad. Come, O immortal lion, O jewel of Bengal! 


22. Arun Chandra Rui and five other. students belonging to the first- ear 


...._,, Class of the General Assembly’s Institution have 

ree Oe TON i a alte ta ee Sanjivant of the 27th February, 

contradicting what was published in the Aitavad 

Pe of the 19th idem, in the name of the eah-rese students of the 

General Assembly’s Institution, regarding the Editor of the Aitavadi (see 

Report on Native Papers for 27th February 1897, paragraph 13). The 

Sanjivani’s correspondents disavow all sympathy with the Editor of the Hitavadi. 
Their letter was at first sent to that paper, but refused. 


23. The Saraswat i . the 27th February heartily approves of 
eS r. Martin’s appeal to the student community for 
varia . nee Amer ae contribution of their mite to the Charitable 
Famine Relief Fund. It is to be expected that the 

student community will liberally respond to the appeal. 


BasvuMAm!, 
Feb, 25th, 1897. 


HitTavaD!I, 
eb, 26th, 1897. 
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Bawxuza Danas, . 24, The Bankura Darpan of the lst March says that the managers of. 
Mar, 1st, 1897, ‘Hi ontinnance of manicipel aid "Middle schools in the Bankura town i 
to middie schoolsin the Bankure with alarm a notice from the Bankura Municip ity, 
Municipality. | . informing them that, in consequence of the burden 
which has been thrown upon it on account of the famine, its aid to middle 
schools will be discontinued from April next, Some people say that the aid wil) 
be discontinued because the Municipality will have to make larger grants to: the 
is ri But however plausible the Yaga for the discontinuance of the edu- 
cational grant, there is no denying that the authorities do not look with favour 
upon middle schools. How will these institutions manage to exist if their gid 
is discontinued ? The Bankura Banga Vidyalaya is already in a miserable 
light; and has appealed to the pleaders and mukhtars for help. It isa usefyl 
institution in its way, and it will certainly cease to exist if its municipal grant 
is discontinued. és : , 


(c)—Local Self-Government and Munsetpal Administration. 


‘ - 25. The Charu Mihir of the 22nd February says that though the District 
pus, thea tee Boards have become a little more liberal than be- 


_ The impending water-scarcity fore in the matter of water-supply, and the 
in Bengal. zamindars have, owing either to the sihoelakians of 
Government or to some other cause, become sensible of the sufferings of their 
raiyats from water-scarcity, even the combined efforts of the Boards and the 
zamindars will fail to cope with the evil, widespread as that has become. 


_. Preparations have been made on an extensive scale to meet the prevailing 
scarcity of food. A ~~ hint has been sufficient to make England 
generous and open-handed like the data Karna of the Hindu Puranas, and 
subscriptions are being raised in India too. But who is to devise a 
scheme for supplying water to the thirsty millions of Bengal when the hot 
season will become hottest? Food can be imported, but not so water. 


_ 26. A. correspondent of the same paper, writing from Narandia in the 
ea ” Mymensingh district, says that if the members of 
Failure of water-supply in some the District Board had seen with their own eyes 
villages in the Mymensingh dis- the pitiable condition of the villages on the two 
banks of the Lauhajangha river, which has com- 
pletely dried up this year, they would reins Maaipe hastened to stop its mohana 
at Nalchhoba. In former years, notwithstanding the silting up of its mouth, 
the river remained navigable throughout the year in consequence of the Ata 
and the Bairan discharging themselves into it. But the new canal, which has 
excavated a bed for itself for the last two or three years over the Gaurangi 
math, drains away all the water and leaves the Lauhajangha dry from the 
beginning of winter. The trade of the villages has therefore been completely 
suspended from the month of Aswin, and the péople are in great distress from 
food as well as water scarcity. Last year about six thousand people sent a 
representation to the District Board, but without effect. A meeting was lately 
— at Narandia to submit a petition on the subject to the Lieutenant 
overnor. 


Buapwan SaNsrvan, 27. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani of the 23rd February com- 

Feb, 28rd, 1897 plains that municipal affairs in Raniganj are sadly 
mismanaged, It generally takes the Commis 
sioners five or six months to pass bills, and bills thus passed cannot be properly : 
audited. The drains are in the filthiest condition possible. The conservancy 
officers have to do other people’s work, and therefore neglect their own duties. 
This scandalous state of aftnire should be soon mended. 


signee 28. The Sahachar of the / mtg cannot say what led the Gon 
Feb. 24th, 1897, ee ment to divide the South Suburban Municipality ! 
wae heat He — Sexe. the 24-Parganas, not according to the scheme. sul 
ganas. - mitted by the Commissioners, which was sugges 
_. .,. by Mr. Bolton when Magistrate of the district, but 
by formin g one municipality with only Garden Reach, Dhopapara and Mudisli | 
in it. The residents of the last two villages are greatly alarmed, and every 
body is sorry to contemplate the future of the Barisa public dispensary. 


The Raniganj Municipality. 
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is certainly a mistake somewhere, and it:is hoped that Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
will vegnsider the question and order a division of the Municipality according 
to a plan which will be acceptable to the | and the Commissioners. 
99, The Murshidabad Hitaiehé of the 24th February says that at the 
es cs request of a Christian gentleman, the Vice-Chair- 
- iets ore. the Ber- man of: the Berhampore Municipality in the Mur- 
ampore pality. shidabad district has caused a notice to he put up 


on a Hindu temple in the Strand Road in that city, requiring its owner to repair 


it within one month, and stating that if. the owner does not repair the temple 
within the specified time, the Municipality will proceed according to the law, 
which means that the temple will be demolished. . But the temple is not in so 
dangerous a condition as to need repair or pulling down. Its. demolition will 
be an act of unnecessary religious interference. BiH 

30. In view of the water scarcity prevailing in Vikrampur in the Dacca 

| district, the Vikrampur of the 25th February asks 

PP oy | Pays a inthe the Munshiganj Local Board to rouse itself from 

its sleep in time to save the people. Last se the 

villagers had to console themselves for want of water by seeing and handling 

pipes and pumps. It is very likely that the same fate awaits them this year 
also. 

31. The Sansodhins of the 26th February complains of water-scarcity 
og as in Kanchannagar in the Chittagong district, There 

Water-scarcity in Chittagong. = 5-6 eight large tanks in the place, all of which have 
run more or less dry. The Government should dredge the Munshi tank as a 
famine relief measure. | 

82. The Pratikar of the 26th February says that if the question of water- 

., supply is not taken upin earnest without delay, 

ba ater-supply in the Murshida- Heonle in the Murshidabad district will suffer 

severely inthe ensuing hot season. Wells may be of 

use to men, but not to cattle. Nothing but the re-excavation of old tanks will 

supply the need of both man and animal. The Magistrate should induce rich 

men to take ¢akavt loans for the purpose, and see that people get these loans 
easily. : 

The villages Asol, Shahapara, Inglis, Bhabati, Dhala, Ram Chandra- 
pur, Hajipur, Bamuha and Panrole, within the jurisdiction of the Suti thana 
in the Jungipore subdivision, draw their supply of water from an old aight 
which sadly needs re-excavation, It is hoped that the District Board will grant 
the money required for the purpose. A good masonry well may also do for 
these villages, 

33. <A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 26th February says that 

Wet ‘tv in two varzanas ‘2° Somargaon and Maheswardi parganas in the 
a ae Dacca district being sandy tracts, the sides of the 
| tanks excavated in them readily give way. The 
poame of those parganas, therefore, suffer from water scarcity every year. 
ut water scarcity threatens to prove severer this year in those parganas than 
in any previous year. This impending evil can be averted only if Govern- 
ment excavates tanks and digs masonry wells without delay. 

34. Another correspondent of = ee says omg > water- 

: scarcity at Jagadanandapur within the asipara 
pon Ned aemiot, 2esedanands- ‘thana in the Nadia district. Appeals to "the 

, Zamindar and the District Magistrate have been 
useless. 


35. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 28th February draws a contrast be- 
tween the past and present of the Chinsura Muni- 
Chinnare Mushe a 7? 2 lity, t.e., between the time when the municipal 


ministration was in the hands of the Government, 


and the present time, when it is in the hands of elected Commissioners. Muni- 
cipal revenue has increased, but munici efficiency has decreased. We have 
more funds now, but less efficiency. The roads were formerly kept clean and 
well-repaired. The drains were pro erly flushed and the conservancy arrange- 
ments were all that could be d - Now-a-days, however, there are signs 
of hopeless mismanagement in all directions. The streets are out of repair, 
stinking, and in many places overgrown with noxious plants. The drains 
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have turned into stinking cesspoolsand hot-beds of epidemics, The conservancy 
arrangements are deplorable. The privies and latrines are not regularly 
cleansed. As for lighting, the town is not lighted for seven or eight days in 
the month. It is also unsatisfactory and in many cases extremely bad... 
86. The Dacca Prakash of the 28th February observes that the approach. 
Chae? ing ae election in Dacca will not prove a 
aie. of the Dacca success. The Dacca people are resolved not to 
: re-elect Babu Gura Prasad Sen to the Legislative 
Council. Babu Iswar Chunder Das, the present Chairman, is Gura Pragad 
Babu’s brother. People naturally fear that so long as Iswar Babu will remain 
in the Municipality, Burs Prasad Babu will have every chance of being re.- 
elected. Iswar Babu is, therefore, likely to lose his seat in the Municipality, 
and there being no other man competent for the Chairmanship, the 
will naturally become the Chairman. This will deal a death-blow to self. 
government in Dacca, for under the Chairmanship of the Magistrate the Muni- 
cipal Commissioners will lose their independence and become helpless tools in 
his hands. The Chairmanship of the Magistrate would have been desirable if he 
had had leisure to do municipal work. But he has littleleisure, and will de 
upon his Secretary, who will become the virtual ruler of the Municipality, 
Under the Chairmanship of the Magistrate a European Secretary and a 
European Engineer will very likely be appointed at the cost of the rate- 
ayers. 
_ 37. The Bankura Darpan of the 1st March wants to know what steps 
the Municipal Commissioners of Bankura town 
Water-supply of Bankura town. hove taken to supply the rate-payers with water 
when tanks are being emptied in pursuance of notices simultaneously served 
upon all owners for their re excavation. | 
88. The same paper says that in view of the severe water-scarcity which 
threatens the Bankura district, early steps should 
irae, water-supply of the Ban- 1, taken to collect information regarding village 
water-supply from respectable villagers. Govern- 


ment or the District Board cannot undertake the excavation of tanks, but a 

very large number of wells should be sunk. Wherea rich man is willing 

to excavate a tank at his own expense, but cannot do so for want of land, 
Government should acquire land on his behalf. 

39. The Sulabh Dainik of the 1st March asks if any portion of the thirty 

i“ thousand rupees which has been granted by the 

Filthy condition of Ward No.l Mynicipal Commissioners for cleansing Calcutta 


— will be spent in the native quarter. The condi- 
tion of Ward No. 1 is still as filthy as ever. Raja Harendra Krishna’s Lane, 
which is in that ward, is in a particularly dirty condition. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


40. The General and Gauhar-t-asfi of the 21st February thanks Sir Antony 

ee MacDonnell for his kindness in passing the order 

a fa eutivators’ holdings that no cultivator shall sell his holding till the 

famine is over. 

41. The Bankura Darpan of the 1st March says that when under Sir 

7 _ Charles Elliott the resumption of ghatwali lands com- 

ng a nc gover lends in menced in the Bankura district, the Maharaja of 

. Burdwan took kabuliyats from the ghatwals mm 

possession of the lands in question, but did not grant them pattas. There was, 

therefore, much dissatisfaction ane the ghatwals, because under the system 

their tenures were made temporary. Sir Alexander Mackenzie saw the injustice 

of the system, and ordered pattas conveying permanent rights to be given to. 
the ghatwals. The latter are blessing Sir Alexander for his kindness to them. 

The settlement of resumed ghatwali lands was made on three-fourths their 

bee r rent. But now the ghatwals are said to have agreed to pay to the | 

= Als of Burdwan half the remitted rent over and above the settled rent. 

Many ghatwals deny this. | 
The Government should also consider whether it would not be just to 


inake makrari arrangements with the sardars wh haki gh&ts which have 
been included in the fanz, BR cul : ide | 


> tas 
on pede. a Gh 


(4) — General, 


42. The Dainsk- o-Samachar Chandrika of the 25th February observes that pane 2 


e inspection is in full swing. Such inspec- 
Plegue inspection. yee naturally attended with more or less oppres- 
sion. Care, however, should be taken to prevent oppression and compel inspec- 


> 


“ng officers to be considerate, kind and conciliating, The duty of inspection 
thet wa be entrusted. .t0. poasnay a subordinate officers, A European 
officer came the other day to Serpentine Lane, Calcutta, to make an enqniry ae 
to whether it was true or not that cases of feyer somewhat like babonte ever 


~?*e 


occurred at Ghateswara, a village near Diamond Harbour, The officer 
caaht to — made a local inquiry in Ghateswara, instead of ait ‘to 
Serpentine Lane to make his inquiry. He was not, moreover, courteous, It is 
such uncourteous officers that prove oppressive to the people and make the harm- 
less provisions of a law unbearable to them. 


43, A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 26th February complains that 


piece inspection at rallwey Hooghly and Howrah, for the purpose of plague 
inspection, is @ source of t inconvenience to 
passengers. There should be at least three doctors instead of one at each of 
these stations for the inspection of trains only, Laney a clerk was detained so 
long that in order to avoid late attendance at office he, in sheer seeps, 
attempted to open the door of the railway carriage with a private key, for which, 
however, he was made over to the police and fined ten rupees, 
44, The same paper says that the plague hospitals that have been erected 
noe at the railway stations are hardly fit for human 
eae Plague hospitals at mulway habitation. We have no hesitation in declaring the 
plague hospital at Hooghly very much worse than 
a cow-shed. Both its roof and walls are made of zog/a, and in both there are 
large holes which admit the night cold. A healthy man will become unwell by 
spending a night in these sheds. ‘They are, as it were, me) nes for killing men, 
and yet the authorities are compelling people, without ction of rank or 
dignity, to live in them. There is no reason to believe that the food given is in 
any way better than the accommodation. Ought a Government to commit 
such oppression ? ) 


45. The Sansodhint of the 26th February is sorry to learn that Mr. Skrine 
eu is going to resign. The writer prays him not to 
PB rumoured resignation of Mr. region before commencing the work of the Famine 
CO. ° : 
Relief Fund, 


46, The Bangavasi of the 27th Feb has the following :— 

The plague is still at a distance of twenty-three 
hundred miles from Calcutta, but the panic created 
in the metropolis is indescribable. Let us leave it to the scientists to determine 
what will be the state of things in Calcutta when the plague will be at its door. 
Meanwhile, however, the hard-and-fast rules of plague inspection have proved 
a source of great oppression to the people. Here is an instance in point. 
Sumer Saikh is a post peon in Calcutta. On the 19th February last he went 
to the Howrah station with the view of going home. He had caught cold and 
got aslight fever attended with glandular swellings. He had consequently 
covered his neck and cheeks with a piece of cloth. Babu Raman Krishna De, 
a plague inspector, met Sumer on the railway platform, and after a medical 
examination sent him to the Ghoosery plague hospital in police custody, on the 
suspicion that he was attacked with bubonic fever. In the hospital Sumer 
was examined by Dr. Murray, who declared his fever harmless. He was set at 
liberty after detention in the hospital for a whole day and night. Just think 
of the oppression which was committed on Sumer Saikh! But the Bengali, 
the docile Bengali, has not the power to imagine the enormity of the oppres- 
sion which was perpetrated on the poor post peon, and which is sure to be 
perpetrated on any other person in his circumstances. Sumer is a poor post 
peon. He suffered the oppression in silence and in tears. But the oppression 
which was perpetrated on him may any day be perpetrated on a greater man. 
It may, for instance, be perpetrated on Mr. Justice Gurudas Bannerji or Mr. 
Justice Chandramadhab Ghosh. It may be perpetrated on Maharaja Jotindra 
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Mobun Tagore or Raja Peary Mohun Mukharji. During this change of season 
slight fever with glandular swellings is a common ailment, and it may easily 
be mistaken for bubonic fever. 

Suppose Raja Peary Mohun Mukharji has got a slight fever attended with 
glandular swellings. In this state he goes tothe Howrah station and comes 
across Dr. Raman Krishna De, who at once marks him out as a's te 
plague patient, and orders the police to carrv him to the plague hospital. - Now, 
what will Raja Peary Mohun do? He will have either to tamely submit to 
the inspector’s order, or to plead his wealth, his rank, his position, -his 
age, his education, his sovial influence, his political importance. But will such 
pleadings be of any avail? If Raman Krishna be a conscientious officer, he 
will not let the Raja go. He knows that the law makes no distinction of Raja 
and post peon, and he has not been ordered to make any such distinction, 
So, Raja Poiey Mohun will be made over to police custody and carried to the 
plague hospital. | 

We repeat what we said in our last issue. A law more dangerous and 
drastic than the Piague Act was never before enacted in this country. Hindu 
honour and domestic sanctity are in danger. Hindu women are being roughly 
handled and insulted. ‘The scene which is daily enacted at Khana junction 
during plague inspection moves the hardest heart. Police constables catch 
Hindu women by the arm and force them down from the train. During 
examination their clothes are taken off their breasts before the public gaze. 

We appeal to the Viceroy, to the Lieutenant-Governor, to every Member 

of the Legislative Council, and ask them how they will take it if their wives 
and daughters are made half naked in public, and the medical Inspector 
examines their necks, their breasts, their groins; and if during this examin- 
ation their ladies, in utter shame and in tears, appeal to them for protection? 
Will they not, under these circumstances, think of either defending the honour 
of their ladies or of committing suicide? When we think of this, we become 
weary of our lives. It is no use living, we think in despair, if we cannot 
defend the honour of our women. Queen-Empress, Your Gracious Majesty is 
‘the pattern of womanhood. You have daughters and daughters-in-law. ‘ Will 
you not take pity upon poor, helpless Hindu women? __ : 

The reader must not, of course, think that the Government is purposely 
perpetrating this oppression on the people, or that Hindu women are being 
insulted with its sanction and permission. The Government passed the Plague 
Act with the benevolent intention of protecting our lives, But the measure is 
a blind measure, and we are paying its consequences. 

Where is Guru Prasad Sen? Will he not raise the question again at the 
Legislative Council? Where is old and experienced Isan Chandra Mitra? 
Where is Surendranath? Now is the time to exercise their power, their privi- 
lege. We appeal to one and all, from the Maharaja of Darbhanga down to 
the commonest citizen, and entreat them to lay their grievances at the door of 
the Government. Their prayer will surely be heard. 

The same paper contains the following description of a plague inspection 
at Khana junction :— 

The train steamed up to the station, police constables in twos, rope in 
hand, hastened towards it. Ropes were attached to each car, and an enclosure 
was formed at the entrance. In this enclosure passengers, terror-struck and 
ruffled, were forced to huddle together in a promiscuous heap like rats caught 
in a trap. European police constables roughly caught hold of the passengers, 
men and women, and brought them down from the train. In the hurry and 
excitement of the moment, men stumbled upon women, and women stumbled 
upon men. Before order was restored the police jamadar cried out “ All at 
ease,” and doctors, male and female, stepped forth into the enclosures. Exami- 
nation began. Now was a distinction made for the first time between male 
and female passengers. The female doctor with her natural coolness 
nonchalance held up her lantern to the face of a bashful, perspiring Hindu lady, 
and unveiled her to examine her checks. Unused to such bustle and com: 
motion and to such rough handling, her face became flushed and suffused, and 
her neck and nose swelled. The cloth was now taken off her breast, and her 
armpits were examined, In the hurry the cloth fell off ber bust, a hundre 
male eyes staring at her. Look there! In another enclosure a young man 3 


( ey. 


, 


8 ling to go out and itt 
So ht colts taikelaes. He must pocket the insult thus offered to his w : 
intrusion upon her privacy. Just at this moment the little child of the 
inspected. woman etumbl down fromthe bench of the compartment. A 
native police officer lifted the child up, but was frowned at by a European 
police officer. The Hindu lady had better laid her neck on the rail and 
allowed the train to pass over it, | mae 
47. The same paper publishes a plague cartoon. The Demon hoy 
with outstretched arms pursues people in all her 
A pages carrera fury, and Natives and Europeans 7 pee at 
her approach. Under the cartoon appears the following :—‘‘ The Bubonic 
Plague—the Juju,” | bos y | , 
48. The Dacca Gazette of the 1st March has heard various complaints 
; against the public offices in that town, The grant 
The Dacos Oflces. of land free of cost to a large number of Govern- 
ment servants there led many poor clerks to construct dwelling-houses, either 
with advances taken from Government or by contracting debts in the bazar. 
Those who contracted debts laid themselves under pg ag to others, and in 
consequence have not been able to execute their public duties properly and 
with independence. That is a good rule which prohibits Government servants 
from contracting loans. But heavy bazar debts are as bad as loans of money. 
Many highly-paid clerks, too, who did not actually stand in need of advances 
from Government, are said to have taken such advances and invested them for 
rofit. 
. It is also complained that though the number of officers and clerks in the 
Dacca offices has gone on increasing, no work is performed there with punc- 
tuality. Mr. Hare, who established the Uyari settlement, is to a great extent 
responsible for this state of things. Since the establishment of that settlement, 
the Babus in the Government offices in Dacca have spent the best portion of 
their office time in amusement and merry-making. he offices have, in fact, 
become veritable addas, to break up which it will be necessary to transfer some 
of the head Babus from the station. They have also been filled with incom- 
petent protégés of the Babus. Work is not done with despatch, because most 
of the men are incompetent. For some time the rule relating to the transfer 
. Government officers should be kept in constant operation in the Dacca 
offices. 
49. The Dainitk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 2nd March has the following 
is Mie ai a, pom of the Government’s plague policy:— 
ee ee t is a fearful reality and no joke. The fear- 
ful picture of the plague drawn by the Bangavasi is constantly in the European 
mind. The plague once devastated Europe and killed fifty or sixty million 
people. The plague of 1665 virtually depopulated London. The pestilence 
is more fearful, more destructive, than the most destructive war. It is this 
plague, this fearful plague, that has now visited India—a country which is 
closely related to England and other European countries. India being one 
of England’s dependencies, the latter is responsible to her European neighbours 
for anything Indian that may affect their interests. To save Europe, to be 
at peace with all other European Powers, England must put down the plague 
in India—she must at least honestly endeavour to prevent the spread of this 
dangerous epidemic. Large English and European interests are at stake. 
Indian interests are in danger. England must endeavour to protect these 
interests. She cannot defy Europe, she cannot offend Europe by assumin 
an indifferent attitude. ‘The Government could indeed have easily prevent 
the spread of the plague by placing a'military cordon round Bombay. But 
that would have involved serious commercial Joss, Hence the Government has 
been compelled to adopt less effectual and more oppressive measures. Looking 
at the plague, as we must do, with the eye of the English Government, we 
cannot say that the measures of inspection and isolation resorted to by it are 
unnecessarily hard or severe, and are not.such as are demanded by the exigencies 
of the moment The plague is contagious, If it breaks out in your house it 
will not remain confined in your family. It will spread, it will affect others. 
fhis being the cass, isolation and segregation should, as far as possible, be 
resorted to. It is not to harass you that the Government has taken these hard 


get near her. It is her husbend. Poor young ; men, | 
6, 18 


BaNGavasi, 
Feb. 27tb, 1897. 


Dacoa GAZETTE, 
Mar, Ist, 1897, 


DaINix-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRBIKA, 


Mar. 2nd, 1897. 


" ~ 
iow * - ne 


S 
‘. Ln aS 
. > 4 . ° 
‘ . o* 
7 ‘ss 
é ‘ : oy lg 
> a 
: wis oe ms rie 
. : ‘ = 
a © eee, Wr Bee ee 
g ™ hgh Se Se 
- . as < > , . ~~ 
’ . s eS ies blk 
+ end “er . ° ve ‘ 
Senguenig 4d emainine s am te ac hatte eS Pi ee ¥ 2“ _ 
Dee oes pee ar % foe RT te “a a — 
{ Rte 5 eee i a fe dong dilate ‘er ef 
ons - . i % a atandot - ™ ‘ ih = 
Me ET sad aa SS : Se ee eae Ae sha s ahs! Sehoes™ . 
al sy RMI ’ ae 
: . = ; ¢ 
% » ie one it ' a ek! 


aby m 
Se RR RE RP EIS 


4 ante ee 


rete mee a4 
 etae 


ee ee 


GaURvVaRTA, 
Mar. 2nd, 1897. 


Dacca PaakasH, 
Feb. 28th, 1897. 


_ Mr. DuBisson was formerly Librarian of the High Court and his 
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measures. A dangerous. disease calls for a drastic remedy, and all drastic 
reriedies are painful; all drastic measures are more or less o sive. When 
war breaks out ina country, the martial law is proclaimed. The p is 
more dangerous than any war, and the plague law is necessarily more i 
than the martial law. It is no use objecting to the plague law or to call upon 
the Government to abolish it at once. The English have a very sad experience 
of the plague. We cannot look af or think of it with the eye or the mind of 
an Englishman. It will be. therefore madness to argue with him about the 
uselessness of these plague measures. The Bangovasi saysthat the plague is the 
European’s Ju-ju (bugbear). No, it is not a Ju-ju, not a ecare, not an imaginary 
evil. It is a terrible reality. - It has many times depopulated Asia and Europe, 
and it may do so again. fe is a dangerous disease, and it calls for drastic 
remedies. Being a Vaidya, we cannot object to a drastic remedy being adminis. 
tered in the case of a dangerous and fatal disease. We cannot object to the 
plague law. Itis not a fanciful uncalled-for piece of legislation like the Consent 
Act. It is required for the protection of Indian and European interests—for 
the — of indian and European lives. Wedo not and cannot find fenlt 
with the law; all that we desire is that steps will be taken to srevens the per- 
petration of oppression by those who have been entrusted with the carrying out 
of the law. e law amply provides for the prevention of such oppression, and 
the executive should be compelled to obey the law on this point. 
 §0. The Gaur Varta of the 2nd March gives expression to a grievanee of 
the Malda people in connection with the tour of 
A tour grievance in Malda =§ the Commissioner of the Bhagalpur Division. The 
Commissioner is staying in the Malda circuit-house, and the police has therefore 
prohibited entrance to the court compound. This has proved a source of greg 
ardship and inconvenience to the public. They cannot fetch water , a 
the tenke in the court compound. Boys cannot p y there. Graziers cannot 
turn out their cattle on the maidan, although they have to pay for the use of 
the pasture, and their cattle have even been age for trespass. It is to 


be hoped that the Commissioner’s attention will be drawn to the grievances of 
the Malda people. : 


III.— LEGIsLATIveE. 


51. The Bharat Mitra of the 25th February says that the memorial 


on which has been submitted tothe Bengal Govern- 
The rain-gambling memoria’. ment, for allowing rain-gambling to go on, was 
signed by some Marwari merchants under threats from some badmashes. The 
(Jovernment should, therefore, pay no heed to the memorial. 
52. The Hitavadi of the 26th January says:— 


a a Mr. Justice Prinsep, who is now engaged on 8 

Bon ——— ie mos Ramage revision of the Civil and Criminal Procedure Codes, 
has been granted an assistant on a salary of 

Rs. 350 per mensem. This assistant will have to work in the Bench Clerk’s 
room in the Calcutta High Court. This being the case, a pleader of the 
Court would have accepted the appointment, and there can be no doubt that 
a pleader could have rendered the Judge very valuable assistance in the 
pene of his work. But Mr. DuBisson, Superintendent of the Copying 
epartment, High Court—a man who has no experience whatever of the work 
he will have to do—has been appointed as Mr. Justice Prinsep’s assistant. 
resent pay 

is only Rs. 150. Wedo not admit that Mr. Justice Prinsep et requires 


the services of an assistant. But if an assistant was really required, why was 


not a lawyer selected instead of Mr. DuBisson? Will anybody give us 4 
wae yan * reply ? 


53. he Dacca Prakash of the 28th February observes that Dacca has 


Wis HeMae mid not profited by electing the Hon’ble Babu Guru- 
Pedi ary Sarees prasail Sen to the Bengal Legislative Council. On 


Benanl Council. the other hand, the hon’ble gentlemen has directly 


and indirectly done great injury to the interests of 
the Dacca people. His interpellation a great injury to the in 


out the zamindari dék cess has led to 
the construction of several new d4&k roads at the cost of about Rs. 20,000, 
which had accumulated in the Dik Cess Fund, The Dacca people will not 
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i be benefited by these roads. If the money had not been spent, 
rage: Mig the cess would "bine been reduced, and tliat would have profited 
the people. Lately, Babu Guruprasad Sen maintained in the Bengal Council 
that one and the same date should be fixed all over the country for the sale 
of defaulting estates. But if this were done tLe landed classes would severely 
suffer. For asa zamindar may, and often does, own zamindaris in different 
laces, he cannot be present in all the places at one and the same time. Intend- 
‘ing purchasers also cannot be present in all the places at one and the same time, 
and so defaulting estates would sell at nominal prices for want of purchasers. 


V.—Prospecrs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


54, The Charu Mihir of the 22nd February says that the recent rainfall cairo wom, 
ae jn many places in Bengal has filled some with the Feb. 22nd, 1897, 
The recent rainfall in Bengal. hope that the distress there will not be so severe 
as in the North-Western Provinces. But everyone should beware, Lord 
Elgin took a similarly sanguine view of the little rainfall of November, and 
lapsed into a state of indifference in the matter of famine relief, and the 
result was the increased intensity of the visitation in the Central and North- 
Western Provinces.. It is to be hoped that the few drops of rain which have 
fallen in Bengal will not cool the peuple’s ardour in the cause of famine relief. 
There should be no dismissing of anxiety till the next harvest is gathered. 
Everything must be kept ready against the exigencies of the next three 
months. | 
55. The same paper says that on the 17th instant last there was rain in 
, : most parts of the Mymensingh district. It will 
Rainfall in the Mymensingh 1} nefit the boro crop and facilitate the preparation 
district. : a : 
of the soil for the next aus and jute sowings. 
More rain is, however, still wanted, and if there be no more, the outlook will 
become very gloomy. hee 
56. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Bhattabari Gopal- case Mme. 
7 | pur in the same district, says that severe distress 
oe 2 ee & the prevails in that and the neighbouring villages, as 
rep lh es the high prices which have been prevailing for 
some time have left the people penniless. Loans cannot as a rule be obtained, 
and, where obtainable, the rate of interest is 5 to 6 per cent. Paddy sells at 
15 seers and rice 9 seers a rupee, but neither is easily available. Labourers are 
starving. Pacha Shekh and two or three others in the village Singira have 
from time to time to go without food. Mahar Shekh of Sibbari was observed 
to live on pumpkin for two days. Ashraf Shekh of Serubari went without food 
for two or three days. Paragal Shekh and Anu Shekh of Prajapait, with their 
families, got food after two days of starvation, Matia Shekh, Meharis and Jali 
Shekh of Singarbari, and Aphania and Balak Shekh of Shahapur, with twelve 
members in their families, are starving. The same fate has also befallen Dwa- 
rika Maithan of Konabari and seven members of his family. Self-respect 
leads many people to conceal their real condition. An sagulry will reveal 
everything Government should lose notime in keeping itself prepared to give 
relief as necessity arises; and the principal zamindars, Babu Hem Chandra 
Chaudhuri Rani Hemanta Kumari Debi, and Raja Jagadindra Nath Rai, 
should desist from pressing their raiyats for rent. 
07. Several inhabitants of Mangram, a village in the Burdwan district, pyrnwax SANJIVANT, 
oe complain, in the Burdwan Sanjivani of the 23rd Feb. 23rd, 1897, 
Fn anc Ey village in the February, of prevailing scarcity. The crops have 
failed. Rice, which is not always available, is 
selling at 93 seers per rupee. Most people are living on one scanty meal a day, 
oes cattle ure suffering from want of fudder. Water scarcity, too, is keenly 
elt. 
08. The Hindu Ranjika of the 24th February reports great scarcity in  aimpv Raxsma, 
re gee a oF. three villages — roe 2. the Raj- Feb, 24tb, 1897. 
ot ete, ae scarcity in ghahi district, owing to the failure of the aman 
— ee ee or ee he rabi, vd has not germinated or has 


ae __ withered up for want of rain. Severe water scar- 
city 1s also felt in these villages. 


CHARU MIBIR. 
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VIKRAMPUR, 
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59. The Vikrampur of the cw ch re hf has the were 7% i 

he ‘hough the press repeat told the Vicero 
a that the famine of ‘the haut bi was not to td 
easily averted, His Excellency assured the Home Government that no help 
from England would be necessary, as the calamity would not be of the 
magnitude which at one time it was feared it would assume. This illustrates 
the foresight of the man who now sits at the helm of the Indian administra. 
tion. As thousands of human beings have lost their lives in consequence 
of the wilful blindness of the Viceroy, the British Government should 
take him to task for giving false assurances, or at least enquire whether the 
under-estimate was due to a bond fide ignorance of facts, or to a desire to conceal 
the truth. An enquiry of this kind is needed, if for no other reason, at 
least for the sake of providing a warning for future YY pers It was not 
the Viceroy alone, but it was almost the entire body of civilian officials who 
tried to conceal the facts relating to the distress. People will now see how ver 
friendly the civilians are to the natives of the country, and how they tr! 


- for their benefit! But alas, the present famine is of too gigantic a magnitude 


VIKRAMPOR. 


BuataTt Mitra, 
Feb, zoth, 1897. 


to be kept hidden from the public eye, and the civilians have, in consequence, 
been found out. The people of England have not only learnt that a severe 
famine prevails all over India, but have realised the miserable condition of 
the masses in this country. The Congress and the Native Press have done ~ 
the country a great service in this connection. The photographs of famine- 
stricken people circulated by the Congress drew tears from the eyes of man 
a man and woman belonging to noble families in England, and evoked their 
sympathy with the sufferers in India. Her Most Gracious Majesty, the 
mother of the Indian people, herself gave the assurance, in a voice choked 
with tears, that so long as England had the power, she would not let a single 
man in India die of starvation! The sharp practices which so long kept 
the Queen-Empress and the British public in ignorance of the real facts 
have at last been seen through, and everybody in England has girded up his 
loins to help India. Ifa single man now dies of starvation in India, it will 
be the fault of the Indian officials. That respectable people in England 
have a heart has now been indubitably established. Those Englishmen who 
come to this country do not generally belong to the respectable class, but are 
mostly men who cannot earn a livelihood and have no special status in England. © 
Raised to power and position in India, they are naturally inflated with an 
over-weening sense of self-importance, and do not care for the interests of 
the country and the people they come to rule. Not only Englishmen, but low 
class men from France, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Holland, Italy, Switzerland 
and America come to serve in this country and become lords of the weak 
Indian. They find in India happiness which they never expected to enjoy 
in this life. The man whose forefathers to the seventh generation never gO 
a little salt to add to their potatoes becomes in India the owner of a splendid 
kitchen. The man whose ancestors to the fourteenth generation never em- 
ployed a servant, becomes the superior of hundreds of subordinates and drives 
in splendid carriages. The man, too, who never could afford to pay a 
washerman or barber in Europe, bacomes a great somebody in India. The 
Europeans whose wives worked hard as labourers in mills, become fashionable 
ladies in India. And as the Indians regard everybody possessed of a white 
skin and dressed in hat, coat and pantaloons as some high official or a relative 
of their rulers, and render him obeisance, it is no wonder that the Euro- 
pean in this country completely loses his head. It is such Europeans who are 
the cause of most of the evils from which India suffers. So long as England 
will not send out better men to govern India, the Indians will remain perfect 
strangers to happiness, although living under enlightened rylers. 
60. The same paper has oo that some ten women have committed 
mS suicide within the last few months within the 
— a 'o seareity. —_ jurisdiction of the Srinagar thana in the Munshi- 
gan} subdivision of the Dacca district. ‘The cases were most likely the result 
of the prevailing distress. 
61. A correspondent of the Bharat Mitra of the 25th F ebruary reports 
Famine in Unao in Oudh. the prevalence of famine in Unao in Oudh. Ade- 
quate help is not being given to the sufferers. 
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er suggests that the Mellin’s food which has been given 
ere mrowereet id aatle for famine relief should be sold and the 
The Mellin’s food question. proceeds distributed among the sufferers. The use 


of the food itself by the famine-stricken people will go against the religion of 

4: ‘63. The Hilavadi of the 26th he og ° says that there is severe distress 

in the Sonthal Parganas, but Government is not 

Distress in the Sonthal taking proper steps to relieve it. A Christian 

Parganas. niissionary, writing in the newspapers from 

Karmatar, says that Sonthals are living upon wild fruits. Government should 
fford relief. : : 

. et A correspondent of the same paper says that terrible distress pre- 

vails at Bahadurpur, Juniadaha and other villages 

_ Distress in the Nowapara thana within the Nowapara thana in the Kushtia sub- 

gad tat division of the Nadia district. No relief is being 

afforded to the poor of these villages from the relief office which has been 
opened at Daulatpur. Without prompt relief, many will die of starvation, — 

65. Another correspondent of the same paper says that there is terrible 

distress at Berugram in the Burdwan district. 

Distress at Berugram, Burdwan People are starving. Paddy and pulses are the only 

peg crops that grow there, and there has been a failure 

of both. The villagers are all poor men, and there is no facility there for a 
timely import of food-grains by rail. ; 

66. Another correspondent of the same paper reports severe distress at 

| Amansar, in the Magura subdivision of the Jessore 
Pho. at Amansar, Jessore district, The villagers all live by agriculture. 
seas The scanty out‘urn of jute and the proceeds of the 
sale of their cattle enabled them to stave off starvation foratime. At present 
some are living on half rations, while others are starving outright. The villagers 
are absolutely penniless. Loans are not to be had. Cooked rice is. being 
stolen from many houses. The number of beggarsis gradually increasing, 
but.alms are almost unprocurable. If prompt relief is not afforded by Govern- 
ment, many people will die of starvation. Added to this scarcity of food, there 
is scarcity of water. There is no water in the ll or 12 tanks in the village, 
and water has to be fetched from a river two miles off. 

67. The Sansodhini of the 26th February is sorry to understand that the 
District Engineer of Chittagong has entrusted to 
contractors the digging of tanks and the repair of 
roads, for which the District Board has sanctioned 
Rs. 50,000. The contractors will not employ the weak and the starving on 
these works, and the distressed people will not be relieved. 

68. The same paper complains that distress prevails in Satkania 

a Kalanjan in the Chittagong district. People are 
cal doom, ‘amine in the jiving on the boiled pulp of the plaintain tree. 
, Fifty persons are in extreme distress in the village, 


The Chittagong District Board’s 
grant for famine relief. 


and are in want of relief. 


The following persons are in great distress in Talbaria, a village in the 
Mireswari thana of the Chittagong district :— 
(1) Raj Chandra De, with a family of eight, living on one meal a day, 
and occasionally starving. 
is) Gagan Chandra De, with a family of five, could not cultivate his land. 
8) Lakshman Chandra De. with a family of seven. 
(4) Ramkumar De, with a family of five. 
(5) Sashti Charan De, with a family of seven. 
(6) Renu Dasi, with a family of six. 
(7) Maheswari, with a family of three. 
(8) Sarat Chandra De, with a family of two, is a school-master drawing 
a pay of Rs. 4 a month. 
(9) Ramkumar Nath, with a family of four, 
10) Ram Sundar Nath No. 1, with a family of five. 
11) Ram Sundar Nath No. 2, with a family of two. 
(12) Ram Dayal Nath, with a family of three. 
(13) Golak Chandra Nath, with a family of four. 
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14) Maheswari Dhopani, with a family of three, 
15) Chhamdali, with a family of three. 
16) Kachimai’s mother, with a family of two. 
(17) Mokrom Ali, with a family of three. ay Pee! 
Distress also prevails in Kanchannagar in the same district. Coarse ricg 
is selling at kanchi seven or eight seers per rupee. There 1s very little facility 
for the importation of corn. | 
SANJIVAN, 69. The Sanjivant of the 27th February complains that owing to the 
Feb, 27th, 1897. oF indifference and inefficiency of famine officers, 
Famine relief in the mufassal.  § Government’s help is not reaching far into the 
heart of famine-stricken towns and villages in the mufassal. The prevailing 
distress in the interior is not brought to the Government’s notice, and cannot, 
therefore, be removed. It is also rumoured that in many cases public money 
is being misappropriated by unprincipled famine officers. 
SANJIVANI. 70. Correspondents of the same paper complain of prevailing scarcity in 
ve _, Bengal. Acute distress prevails in Vidyananda- 
paat prevailing scarcity ™ ‘ati, a village in the Jessore district. The suffer- 
ings of the people are great. The following men 
and women are virtually starving:—Tepi Dasi, Indira Dasi, Bilasi Dazi, 
Sadhana Jelini, Tujmamud Mandal, and Nabin Chandra. Nabin Chandra hag 
an old aunt and three children who have become lately motherless. Coarse 
rice is selling at eight or nine seers per rupee. Acute distress prevails in 
Korhakdi and a few adjoining villages in the Faridpur district. Many are 
living on one meal a day, and many are living on wild roots and plants and 
tamarind seeds. No less than 188 families, consisting of about 900 souls, are 
starving in the villages of Katakhali, Baspur, Khodabaspur, Bhatachara, Molla- 
dangi, Srirampur and Ramdia, The state of things is no better in Kushtia 
in the Nadia district. The District Magistrate lately went to the place to 
ascertain whether famine relief should be granted to people in the villages of 
Kursa, Amla, Puthimani, Ishanmari and Mirpur. Several tutored raiyats were 
brought to the Magistrate’s presence, and they told him that relief was not 
wanted in those places. This, however, is not true. Acute distress prevails 
in these villages, but people are not even getting faccavi. They do not know 
that the Government has proposed to advance money without interest for the 
digging of tanks and wells. Rice is selling at Rs. 43 per maund, and paddy at 
kancht 20 seers per rupee. on ee 
Saraswat PaTRa, 71. The Saraswat Patra of the 27th February complains that in the 
Foe, SI, Sevr icchte te thi Mica ie opinion of the Government there is no necessity 
scarcity in the Dacca cistricts of famine relief in Dacca, as the official returns 
show that there has been an eight-anna crop in that district. The Govern- 
ment often commits blunders which are attended with disastrous consequences. 
In the present famine the Government is moving heaven and earth to relieve 
the distressed. But if the relief had been forthcoming earlier many lives could 
have been saved. It is to be hoped that the Government will not commit a 
blunder in respect of the scarcity in the Dacca district. The Government's 
surmise that there has been an eight-anna crop in the district is unfounded. 
There has been a failure of crops in the Sadar subdivision, where the land 1s 
high and dry and nothing but heavy rains can save the crops. The same is the 
case in the Manikganj subdivision. In Munshiganj there has been an eight-anna 
crop, but the area of cultivation in this subdivision is small. It has to import 
corn even when there is a bumper crop. But this year, while there has been 4 
small crop, the facilities for importation have been minimised by the silting up 
of the rivers. In short, the crop prospects of Dacca are extremely miserable. 
Poor people are already feeling the pinch of scarcity. ‘lhe number of beggars 
has swelled and almsgiving has been stopped. 
_ The District Magistrate is trying heart and soul to relieve the distressed. 
It is to be hoped that he will not allow a single individual to die from starva- 
tion. He will do well to instruct the village peer to supply him with lists 


of the starving and the distressed in every village. 
smpehagen ng 72. The Dacca Prakash of the 28th February acknowledges the receipt 
Reveninins eadidaicce uk of official papers in Bengali on the statistics of 9e4 
grain traffic. borne tiaffic in food-grains in Calcutta, and says 


that these statistics are incomplete. They do not 
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l ti antity of food-grains imported into and rted from the 
pero : fn hale petiect shape they are not of much use. — Government 
should let the people know how much 4p is in stock in the country, and how 
the stock is affected by exportation and importation. : 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


73. The Gereral and Gauhar-t-asfi of the 21st February says that the 

; following resolutions were adopted at the meetin 

J sp eag Rie ne Diamond yecently held in Meerut under the patronage o 

wanes Muhammad Hayat Khan, c,s.1., Sir Syed Ahmad 
Khan, &.c.8.1., LL.D., and Nawab Muhsinulmulk Muhammad Syed Hossain :-— 


(1) That : — be established in commemoration of the Diamond 

ubilee. : 33 Saat, 

(2) That the names of those who subscribe Rs. 100 or more to this fund 
be engraved ona slab to be erected in the Strachey Hall in 
the Aligarh Madrassa. 

(3) That medals and scholarships be awarded from the income of this 
fund to the Musalman students who successfully pass in Arabic 

at the University examinations. 

(4) That a meeting be held on the Jubilee day, and that the Aligarh 
Madrassa building be illuminated at night. 


74. The Sahachar of the 24th February contains the following :— 
That demon in human shape who could 
Mr. Walling, the tea planter. = ratify his lust on an innocent and helpless girl 
like Kabutari is a disgrace to the human race and unfit to bear the name of 
Englishman, The man was lost to all sense of decency, otherwise he could 
not make a girl hg Mg on puberty lie at night in the same room in which he 
himself lay with his concubine, with probably a light burning. If, in conse- 
uence of this, Kabutari’s evil propensities were prematurely developed, and 
she consented to be the object of Walling’s lust, who is to blame for her moral 
degradation but Walling himself? A man must sink to the lowest depth of 
depravity in order to be capable of such an immoral act. Webb was the 
worst type of atea-planter, and Walling is only a little better than Webb. 
The tea-planting community should not allow a man like Walling to remain 
in a tea-garden, 

75. The Bangavasi of the 27 . February has the following :— 

The present is an extremely bad time for us. 

The Seeeees See. There is great danger and rsa on every side. 
There is deep darkness and dire despondency. The people seem confounded, at 
their wit’s end, and know not where to go for help and relief. Mother 
Durga, destroyer of evil, save us, and merciful mother Victoria, the all-power- 
ful caste of India, do you console your suffering children with reassuring 
words. 

Mother, we do not understand the irony of Providence. Why these 
visitations in this festive season, in this hour of rejoicing? The auspicious 
hour for the display of our loyalty has come. But, mother, say why so many 
obstacles and obstructions should appear in this happy moment. Why are 
seeds of discontent sown and why are tears seen flowing in an hour of joy ? 
Instead of dancing and jumping in wild ecstacy, we are to-day restless in 
agony and rolling on the ground in pain. Why this mournful farewell music, 


e 
The 


and not the 7 welcome song? Why this long-drawn sigh of painful 


separation, instead of the effusive language of love which marks an auspicious 
union? Why, instead of the exhilarating music worthy of the sweet spring 
morning, this dolorous dirge hefitting the approach of a dark night? Why 
King Ram required to go on his exile with his Queen on the day which was 
to have been the happy day of his coronation ? All this is the irony of Pro- 
vidence which we do not and cannot understand. 


The country is being consumed by famine. Hundreds and thousands are 


famishing. It is only the month of Falgun, and yet so early as this a dire 
water scarcity has made its appearance. The Padma and the Ganges have run 
ory’ not to speak of the Damodar, which was ya Bhp There is neither 


nor water in the country. There could be no greater danger for man. 


GENERAL AND 
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Empress of India, your Indian officials are doing their best to grapple with the 
distress caused by this food and water scarcity, and the wails of the people 
have reached their ears. Like the Goddess of Plenty, the Government is 
giving food to the starving Indians and granting them loans of money without 
interest for the prosecution of works of public utility. The British Governinent 
is doing all it can in this emergency, and what the British Government—a 
Government, that is, of foreigners whose language, creed and disposition are 
different from those of their Indian subjects—is doing in India at the present 
moment for the of pleasing them and saving their lives is an achieve- 
ment which will remain recorded for all time in letters of gold on the fore. 
front page of history. | 

Oia and above this scarcity of food and water, there is the dreadful 
bubonic plaguein Bombay. We see it all, but cannot think of a remedy. It 
is shipwreck ona dark night in the sea, and there is no ship in view to rescue 
the sinking voyagers. 

We are Hindus and natives of India, and our fear of death is comparatively 
small. In this country, which listens to the teaching of Valmiki and Vyas, of 
Manu and the other Hindu lawgivers, and of the Sankhya, Vedanta and the 
other systems of philosophy, it is the common belief that every man’s term of 
life has been fixed once for all, that the sovereign is possessed of divine attri- 
butes, and that he ought to be therefore worshipped as a god. We will there- 
fore, even in this hour of danger and distress, worship the Empress Victoria on 
the occasion of her Diamond Jubilee, and celebrate the event with sweet songs 
of triumph and with festive demonstrations, 

Let famine and water-scarcity and bubonic plague come. Mother Victoria, 
we do not fear them. But we have one fear, and that is lest the black shadow 
of discontent should fall on this vast Indian Empire, and make her Hindu 
subject incur the displeasure of his ore. 

It is because there is seen a slight deposit of discontent that we write 
this. Though the object of the officials is noble and their intentions perfectly 
above board, still, owing either to defective arrangements or to faults on 
the part of subordinate officers, these seeds of discontent are germinating. We 
have elsewhere shown Dy, 46). that the measures that are bein 

adopted with the view o prerentins the spread of bubonic plague in Benga 
are such as are calculated to destroy the caste, dharma and family honour of 
the Hindus. The Hindu loves his caste, dharma and family honour more than 
his life, and it is because he does so that this discontent is seen. | 

It can never be agreeable to us that on this auspicious day, on the occasion 
of this Diamond Jubilee, discontent should thus be allowed to increase. We 
believe that Government is unable to realise this deep discontent which per- 
vades the country. We have therefore stated the fact plainly, and hope that 
the authorities will not be offended by our plain speaking. 

We have referred to the existence of this discontent because we desire the 
permanence of British rule in India, because we are loyal, and because we are 
well-wishers of the English. We are convinced that we shall not be able to 
live under any other foreign rule so happily and comfortably as we are doing 
under the British Government. If Russia had been the mistress of India 
to-day, we would not have been able to write in the newspapers so freely or to 
criticise the faults of the officials so minutely as we do now. If the Government — 
of India had been Russian to-day, our outspokenness would have given piace to 
perfect silence. If instead of England any other foreign power had been the 
master of the country, not a few big newspaper editors would have o— 
found themselves in jail, or transported for life, or hanged. But the Englis 
treat us with affection and kindness, and have therefore given us freedom of 
speech and writing. And for this we are eternally grateful to the British 
Government. The liberty of the newspaper press, which the large-minded 
British Government has conferred on us, is such as does not exist in Germany, 
Austria or France, and for this we are eternally grateful to it. And because 
we are grateful to it, we desire its continuance in India, and it is because We 
desire such continuance that we have ventured to plainly advert to this sub- 
version of caste, dharma and family honour, and to this oppression, : 

It should now be the duty of the authorities to see that while the~Indian 
sky is not overcast with the black cloud of discontent on the occasion of the 


( 180 ) 


Diumond Jubilee, effective measures are adopted for the prevention of the 


spread of bubonic plague. 


Empress Victoria, give us the opportunity to once rejoice to our heart’s 


content on the occasion of your Diamond Jubilee, to sing glory to Victoria, 
and to swell the chorus raised by your own English sons— 


‘‘ Rule Britannia, rule the waves ! 
Britons never shall be slaves.” 


76. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 4th March has the followin 
on the approaching Diamond Jubilee of the Queen- 
The Diamond Jubilee. Empress reign ark | 
The Diamond Jubilee of the Queen-Empress’ reign will be celebrated 
ona grand scale in England. But poor India will not, and should not, make 
any show of her loyalty by wasting money on festivities and frivolities. She 
cannot vie-with England in making a costly demonstration; she should cele- 
brate the Jubilee with all the richness of her sentiment, with all the warmth 
and sincerity of her feelings. Let there be no fireworks, no illuminations ; 
let there be only an outpouring of the heart, a welling out of loyalty. In this 
year of famine and pestilence, we should celebrate the Jubilee in darkness 
and in silence, in meek humiliation und soberness of feeling. There should 
be a universal prayer, a universal worship of the gods for the welfare of 
Her Gracious Majesty and the Royal Family. If subscriptions be raised in 
India for the celebration of the Jubilee, let the money be spent on what is 
likely to relieve the distressed and ameliorate the condition of the poor. The 
best and the most feeling way of celebrating the Jubilee of a Sovereign who 
is well known for her charity and kindness will be to provide for the relief of 
the distressed and the suffering. Raja Rampal Sing proposes the establish- 
ment of a Permanent Charitable Famine Relief Fund. We sapport the 
proposal, but the subscriptions to be raised for the Fund should be voluntary, 
and the poor should not be compelled to contribute. 


Urtiya PAPErRs, 


77. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 27th January is sorry to note 
eis miiits ti Sia that a distant settlement like Natal should have 
a been the scene of a racial contest between the 
Natives of India and Europeans, and that the former, even in their humble 
position in that colony, should have become an object of so much jealous 
as to necessitate a recourse to local legislation for the curtailment of their 
powers and privileges. 


78. The same paper points out that want of drinking water is sorely felt 
Water scarcity in the Balasore in the Balasore district, and that the natives of 
district. certain villages in that district have been compelled 
to use foul water even in the month of February, when drinking water is 
rarely scarce, and that this practice must produce sickness sooner or later. 
The Samvadvahika of the 28th January writes to the same effect. 


79. The Utkaidipika of the 30th January is glad to find that there was 
a sympathetic allusion to the Bombay plague and 
the Indian famine in the opening speech of Her 
Majesty the Queen-Empress, delivered at the reopening of the British Parlia- 
ment last month, aid observes that this Be nave: Be of her love towards 
her Indian subjects has much endeared her name to her Indian people. 


80. The same paper has received information that a weaver, by name 
Anenquiry into a case of false Brinda Devata, residing in pargana Balibis in 
personation necessary, district Cuttack, falsely represented himself as peon 
Brindaban Das of the Cuttack collectorate, and attempted to realise Rs. <7-11 
from Mahadeb Mandhata, a zamindar of Dhaneswar taluk in pargana Sargara 
of that district, for which he offered to deliver a cheque anal by the true 
Brindaban Das of that district, and observes that though Brinda Devata 
has been punished for false personation, it is necessary that the Cuttack 
Collector should institute an enquiry which will lead to the discovery of the 
means by which the cheque in question came into the possession of the false 
Bridaban Vas from that of the true Brindaban Das. 


India in the Queen’s speech. 
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81. Referring to the observations of the Director of Public Instruction 
Discipline in the Ravenshaw on the subject of school discipline, made during the 
Collegiate School. distribution of prizes to the deserving students of 
the Ravenshaw Collegiate School, the same paper remarks that the discipline 
introduced into that school was for a time ory g Brvigy and was on that 
account recently noticed by Government, and that a better state of things has 
since prevailed in the institution. ae 
82. The same paper regrets to notice that the District Board of Cuttack 
Non-vresentation of an address Omitted to present an address to His Honour the 
to the Lieutenant-Governor by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal on His Honour’s 
Cuttack District Board. arrival at Cuttack, and that this was not in 
keeping with the traditions of their office. 
83. The Kothpada correspondent of the same paper writes that many poor 
: __,, people of that part a the Cuttack district do not 
Distress in the Cuttack distric:. ‘ot even one meal in the day, and that relief works 
must be started there at once. 
84. The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 13th January states from experience 
i oo uaa that po gen rules of ee Postal ype oe 
peration of the revised news- ryooarding the prepayment of posta roprie- 
deste ctaincty tania sic tt 9 of yee 2 gr fetesdaned into the Central 
Provinces, have been a source of unusual delay and great annoyance to the 
newspaper-reading public of those provinces, and hopes that the postal autho- 
rities will attend to the matter without any more of 

85. The same paper regrets to learn that several cattle were destroyed by 

coming into sudden contact with the railway 

An accident on the Bengal-Nag- engine that was in motion near the Jharsugra 

ee station of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway line, and 

requests the authorities concerned to take immediate steps to prevent such 
accidents in future. ; 

86. ‘The same paper of the 27th January does not approve of that resolu- 
tion of the Calcutta University which lays down 
that if candidates for any examination attend their 
college classes during gazetted and public holidays, 
the period thus utilised will not count towards the completion of the required 
period of study without which admission to the examination is prohibited, and 
suggests that such an irregular course may be allowed only in exceptional cases, 
where sufficient cause may be shown. 

87. The same paper states that a fearful scarcity of food prevails im 

rete Munjusa in the district of Ganjam, and that 
te oe See: ae oe state of Khurda in the Puri district is no 
etter. 

88. The Samvadvahika of the 4th February is glad to learn that the 

ae a Government of the Punjab have made arrangements 
by the Panjab Government 21 their Secretariat for the supply of public infor- 
mation to the editors of newspapers, and suggests 

that the system may be adopted in Bengal. 

89, ‘he Uriya and Navasamvad of the 3rd February is confident that the 

ics | District Magistrate of Balasore has taken pains to 
distict, rt’ im the Balasore ascertain the real condition of the poor people 


; of that district, and that he is thereby ready to 
start relief works when such will be needed. 


YO. The Utkaldipika of the 6th F ebruary is of opinion that Government 
Jos a ought to frame rules under India Act XX of 1863, 
ments. co oe calling upon the holders of religious endowments, 


; _ known as Marfatdars, to publish accounts of their 
income and expenditure in a Government Gazette for the information of the 


public. 
91. ‘The same paper makes the following suggestions in connection with 


The Partition of Estates Bill. oe teen that is before the Bengal Legis- 


(1) That a Butwara Deputy Collector should be entertained, and that 
he should proceed at the outset of the proceedings to the estate 
under batwara to measure the lands comprised therein, 20 


A resolution of the Calcutta 
University. 
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that the amin who shall accompany him should be treated as 
one of his amla, and should not be allowed to have any 
independent jurisdiction distinct from that of the Batwara 
Deputy Collector. 

(2) That the batwara of any estate leads to the enhancement of the 
rents of the tenants belonging to that estate is foreign to 
Orissa, where it is never heard of, and where a tempo 


settlement with a — record of rights and rents makes such 


O 
enhancement practically impossible. oS 
(3) That the one-rupee sadar jama limit of the existing Batwara Act 
may be extended to ten-rupee sadar jama without any 
difficulty, and estates bearing sadar jamas less than ten-rupees 
may not be created. | 
92, The same paper is sorry to believe that certain vaccinators are in the —Urxacprrma, 


. habit of receiving money from children whom they —_ Fb. 6th, 1897. 
Corruption among vaccinators. 44 not vaccinate, and that this habit, if not 


promptly checked, must bring the system of vaccination into disrepute. 


AssaAM PAPERS. 
93. The Paridarsak-o-Srihattavasi for the first fortnight of Falgun, mmanswax-o- 


SRIHATTAVASI 
: Hee 1303 (B.S.), complains that jail mortality inf Assam 4 the arst fort- 
a = was high in 1895-96—indeed, “ lamentably high,” “night of Falgan 


as the Government itself admits. ‘The death-rate rose to 69°02 per thousand, 
while it was 27°3 in Bengal. It is said that this high death-rate was due to 
want of proper supervision over the prisoners when they work outside the jail 
compound, If this is true, why is not proper supervision kept, and who is res- 
ponsible for the high mortality? A man is hanged if he kills another man, Is 
there no ee pa for neglect which is the cause of the death of so many — 
people? Want of proper supervision may be one of the causes of jail mortality 
in Assam, but it is not the only cause. Want of proper and sufficient food and 
unnecessary rigour of jail discipline are two powerful causes of jail mortality. 
In 1895 the annual fooding expense per head of jail population m Assam was 
Rs, 29 and 9 annas. This is too inadequate. Sufficient nourishing food cannot 
be had for this amount. 
Another crying evil in the Assam jail administration is that there are no 
non-official visitors of jails. 
94. ‘The same paper is glad that technical schools have been opened in Parmansmax-o- . 
itil nihiite ti. bua Dibrugarh and the Brahmaputra Valley. A techni- "*#4"™v4* 
val cal school should also be opened in the Surma 
ey. 
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